
THE SOCIAL PROJECT 

 I HAVE A CHANCE too! 

 The diversity of our students has become a source of enrichment for the 

children and staff teachers at Philadelphia Theoretical High School (LTF), 

ensuring equal opportunities for the disadvantaged children, creating an 

environment of cooperation between students, teachers and their families, 

facilitating the success of all by ensuring equal and effective access to 

school, removing prejudices related to race, social class or ethnicity. Thus 

through the Social Project I HAVE A CHANCE AS WELL!, in LTF takes place 

the inclusion of both disadvantaged children and of those from vulnerable groups 

through behavioral, communicative, physical and educational actions. 

We want the disadvantaged groups to feel and become equal to all. 

The recognition, respect for ethnic, cultural or social differences and equal 

opportunities are challenges for our school. Thus, 77 children and young people 

aged between 6 and 23 of disadvantaged social environments - very poor areas, 

in this case from Vaslui but not only (areas with high unemployment, lack of jobs, 

active population abroad leaving children in the care of grandparents or relatives, 

precarious living conditions, single-parent families or disorganized, numerous, 

poor). 

 The selection criteria are: the degree of school inclusion, school results, 

level of knowledge, emotional, behavioral and motivational profile. Of the 77 

beneficiaries, 19 children are Roma. Most families live on child allowance and 

help from the state, working as day laborers, which is why they are usually absent 

from the family. This fact facilitates the lack of parental control, and school 

dropout. These chidren feel social exclusion acutely. They are doomed to live on 

the edge, not enjoying the same rights as other children, to drop out of school, to 

be forced to beg, unable to find a job, finally resuming their parents cycle of 

existence and give birth to a new generation of “the socially excluded”. 

 The social project "I HAVE A CHANCE too!" aims to provide equal 

opportunities in education and prevention of school dropout among children from 

disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds and children from Roma families, by 

integrating them into the educational process from Philadelphia Theoretical High 

School (from kindergarten to high school) and the opportunity of social service. 

Thus, they benefit from the same services as any student of the School, being 

treated with respect, dignity and equality by the staff of the school, as well as by 

the other students. Once included in the educational system, they can break the 

cycle of social exclusion with a chance to follow higher education and launch into 

the labor market. Preventing school dropout is one specific objective of this 

project. An intervention form is drawn up for each beneficiary. They are 

integrated into the School after School Program where they are helped, assisted 

and homework supervised. What I personally noticed is that the flexible teaching 

methods, with the use of the non-formal education elements pay off for these 

children. It is extremely important to teach them by practical examples, which 



arouse their curiosity about the causes of some phenomena. They are offered 

accommodation and meals, including at the weekends and even holidays. They 

are also offered psychological counseling and socio-professional guidance 

services. In order to prevent deviant behaviors, the project proposes the 

organization of prosocial activities, volunteering in partnerships with NGOs or 

other humanitarian organizations, greening actions, participation in various 

cultural actions 

and so on. 

 The project aims to strengthen and develop relationships with the natural 

family and the community from which the direct beneficiaries come. This is done 

by periodically offering free home-school transport service. 

 These children are exposed to emotional risks. They can easily become 

introverted, sad or anxious. They live with the feeling of abandonment from their 

parents. So, we try to help them express their emotions. The project aims to 

provide counseling services to the beneficiaries’ families, trying the social 

inclusion of all family members. 

 Among the beneficiaries of the project, 61 students have already graduated 

the Baccalaureate, 21 of them have completed higher education, 4 completed 

master's degree, 5 completed post-secondary pharmacy and medical care schools. 

No child remained corrective, repetitive, but on the contrary, most of them 

graduated with high marks and participated in Olympics and school competitions. 

Increasing the level of tolerance and acceptance of students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds, developing and encouraging a spirit of self-help and volunteering, 

the development of the “can” mentality, the breaking of the cycle of social 

exclusion, are part of the impact on school and parents. 

 We also think about constructive ways to spend the free time, giving the 

children from this project such activities as well. We want to give them a constant 

education by offering them activities  during the holidays  to prepare them for life 

situations and to help them socialise. We believe that the support of these children 

is an effective and efficient way of intervention to prevent early school leaving 

and dropping out. 

 Improving the school results of disadvantaged children, who are at risk of 

failure, increasing the motivation of children and their parents for education in 

general, offering  support for school and social adaptation and integration of 

disadvantaged children for prevention of marginalization and social exclusion are 

objectives that we have set ourselves and have seen them happening day by day. 

 The purpose of the project  I HAVE A CHANCE TOO! is to prevent early 

school leaving, to offer school inclusion of disadvantaged children and to develop 

the social skills to help them overcome the critical situations they face in the 

family or at school, to develop self-esteem, gain confidence in their ability to 

secure their existence in the future, thus avoiding marginalization or social 

exclusion. 
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